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HEALTH REFORM IMPLEMENTATION TASKFORCE - CONSULTANCY 

682. Mr T. BUSWELL to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the request for tender that closes today, rather creatively titled “Provision of Consultancy for Health 
System Efficiencies to the Health Reform Implementation Taskforce”, which calls for consultancy services to 
support the Director General of the Department of Health and the HRIT in the analysis and implementation of a 
number of the recommendations of the report of the Health Reform Committee.  
(1) Can the minister confirm that this tender is worth $500 000 over two years? 
(2) Given that Dr Fong is paid more than $600 000 per annum, why is it that “the Director General, 

Department of Health, requires access to expert advice from an external source with substantial 
knowledge of the Western Australian government health system”?   

(3) How can the minister justify employing a consultant to double up on a role that is already supposed to 
be carried out by Australia’s highest-paid public servant? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
(1)-(3) If ever we have heard an attempt at a cheap shot, that must have been one.  Anyone who knows 

anything about health care appreciates that, in the twenty-first century, it must be underpinned by an 
excellent information technology system.  Without that, patient care, patient records and hospital 
functioning are simply not able to cope.  In Western Australia, compared with other hospitals around 
the world, we are still a long way behind what needs to be done to provide an efficient information 
technology system.  We hope to be able to move towards a completely paperless hospital, where all 
patient records, patient movements, medications, treatments and things of that nature are provided by a 
complex IT system.  In other parts of the world, such as the United States, these facilities are 
commonplace.  We train up our doctors and nurses to be able to use information technology in 
providing treatment, but they come into our hospitals and we provide them with pens and pencils to 
create their records.  We need to make very significant investments in health care IT to underpin 
excellence in health care.  

Mr T. Buswell:  It is just another lackey for Neale Fong.  
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  That is why I said it was a cheap shot, but it did not really work.  I am not involved in, and 
I am not briefed on, individual consultancies that are put out for tender.  We need expert advice on how to 
establish a world’s best IT system in our public hospitals.  I am unable to confirm the matters raised by the 
member for Vasse.  If he was serious about wanting an answer to a question about a tender that has been released 
without my involvement, he surely would have given some information about it; so I think it is easy to see that 
this is a cheap shot that has not worked. 
 


